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GOP insists ‘critical race theory’
has no place in schools. What does
that actually mean?

TRENDING

Trump family members got
‘inappropriately close’ to Secret
Service agents, book claims

The Guardian - 2 min read

The Jean War between millennials
and Gen Z cannot be won

Washington Post * 10 min read

Some Mike Lindell fans reportedly
stood in line for 7 hours to watch
his rally at the Corn Palace - but
when the event started, the
venue was half empty

Business Insider * 3 min read

Republican anger with Fauci
reaches new heights
Char Adams Yahoo News - 6 min read

Mon, May 10, 2021, 6:05 AM - 6 min read
Man arrested after tiger shown in
a yard of his Houston home

Associated Press * 3 min read
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Twelfth grade English teacher Kaari Aubrey said
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Louisiana is one of many states where legislators
have proposed bills to bar educators from
teaching “divisive” concepts like white privilege
and racial equity. The bill has faced heavy
opposition in the state, but Aubrey said she and

her students are still concerned.

“A lot of students expressed really wanting to feel
like their teachers care about them as people, not
just as students. | believe you can’t really care
about a person unless you take their full identity
into account,” she said, noting that most of her
students are Black. “We're basically saying that
students are not allowed to learn in the context of

themselves. It’s very disturbing.”

A cluster of bills that aim to prohibit teaching
critical race theory in K-12 schools have popped
up in the last year. Lawmakers behind an Idaho bill
said critical race theory “tries to make kids feel
bad,” and in Tennessee, legislators accused such
practices of “promoting division.” Meanwhile, a
Rhode Island bill bans teaching the idea that “the
United States of America is fundamentally racist

or sexist.”

Conservative leaders have been accused of using

the decades-old academic term — initially

intended to recognize the systemic racism
inherent in American life — as a catchall for anti-

racism and diversity efforts.

The proposed policies mimic former President
Donald Trump’s September memo ordering the
Office of Management and Budget to stop funding
training on critical race theory for federal

employees, calling it a “propaganda effort.”
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brought to the colonies. Educators embraced this
message and began utilizing the project and
looking for resources to teach a more holistic

history of the country.

Trump rebuked the project as a "warped,
distorted" portrayal of American history. Both the
memo and this attack sparked the commission of
the "1776 Report,” meant to combat the contents
of the "1619 Project." The countrywide uprisings in
the wake of George Floyd's death only fueled the
matter, with pundits debating the nation's fraught
history of racism. Thus, although President Joe
Biden reversed Trump's initial ban in January, the

seed had been planted.

Related: Trump’s parting shot at diversity
education gets panned by historians, as Biden
prepares to disband the commission behind the

report.

Jonathan Chism, assistant professor of history at
University of Houston-Downtown and co-editor
of "Critical Race Studies Across Disciplines," said

the sudden prevalence of these bills is "alarming."

"Any anti-racist effort is being labeled as critical
race theory,” Chism said. “Many that are
condemning critical race theory haven't read it or
studied it intensely. This is largely predicated on
fear: the fear of losing power and influence and
privilege. The larger issue that this is all stemming
from is a desire to deny the truth about America,

about racism.”

Critical race theory was born when lawyers,
activists and legal scholars joined in the 1970s and
'80s to come up with theories and strategies to
combat subtler forms of racism, according to

“Critical Race Theorv: An Introdiiction” The
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founded by academics including Derrick Bell, Alan

Freeman, Richard Delgado, Kimberlé Crenshaw
and others — builds on critical legal studies and

radical feminism.

"Critical race theory is a practice,” Crenshaw, a
scholar and law professor at UCLA and Columbia
University, told CNN. “It's an approach to
grappling with a history of white supremacy that

rejects the belief that what's in the past is in the

past and that the laws and systems that grow

from that past are detached from it

Critics of the theory have declared it a “harmful
and divisive ideology” that “places group identity
above individualism and creates a binary conflict
between ‘oppressor’ and ‘oppressed’ in relation to
race,” as one Foundation for Economic Education

article put it.

Last week, Tennessee Republicans advanced a bill
to oppose teaching about critical race theory in
schools. The bill doesn't name the concept but
combats its tenets by prohibiting educators from
teaching about white privilege. Before that, Idaho
Gov. Brad Little signed into law a bill accusing
critical race theory of inflaming divisions and

undermining the “unity of the nation.”

Many bills use similar language without explicitly
naming critical race theory. Bills in Oklahoma and
Louisiana say educators can’'t teach concepts like
“an individual ... bears responsibility for actions
committed in the past by other members of the

same race or sex.”

The tension can be felt on the city level, too. In

Southlake, Texas, a slate of school board and City
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months after the affluent, mostly white district

introduced a proposal to combat racial and

cultural intolerance in schools.

Related: Southlake is known for its top-ranked
public schools. But a heated fight over a diversity
plan has some parents questioning their future in

the city.

"The voters have come together in record-
breaking numbers to restore unity," Hannah
Smith, one of the newly elected school board
officials, previously told NBC News. "By a landslide
vote, they don't want racially divisive critical race
theory taught to their children or forced on their
teachers. Voters agreed with my positive vision of

our community and its future."

However, critics of the bills say banning educators
from teaching about the nation’s history regarding
racism does a disservice to students. The Tulsa
Race Massacre Centennial Commission has asked
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt to strike down a
pending bill that would effectively prohibit
teaching about the massacre in schools. The
Organization of American Historians voiced a

similar concern after Trump’s memo last year.

Even students are weighing in on the matter. One
Boise High School sophomore urged the Idaho
Senate Education Committee to reconsider the
bill.

“As a student, | learn best when I'm allowed to
teach myself," Shiva Rajbhandari said during

committee testimony, KIVI-TV reported. "l love

research projects and individual learning where |

Podcasts Originals Contact Us Vide



https://news.yahoo.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/bitterly-divided-election-southlake-texas-opponents-anti-racism-education-win-n1266102?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_ma
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/viral-video-forced-wealthy-texas-suburb-confront-racism-silent-majority-n1255230
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/viral-video-forced-wealthy-texas-suburb-confront-racism-silent-majority-n1255230
https://www.facebook.com/tulsa2021
https://ktul.com/news/local/oklahoma-gov-stitt-receiving-requests-to-veto-critical-race-theory-bill
https://www.oah.org/insights/posts/2020/september/oah-statement-on-white-house-conference-on-american-history/
https://www.kivitv.com/news/political/inside-the-statehouse/senate-committee-passes-controversial-education-bill
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=GWPDJrkGIS9NJr3z84525K3JA5mrqVVlP7U34wtU.dzK1ym2eyEgAEH90QBDhekoaCZF3kKEedVn4XGuyU3tg8mpKzI_oz.BTgqT4NYy6RFx0HH5wa6QGJyd5Jzj6QjH33exYaMuFdyiS.Oa7rbFK.apQuqBEALayK2SKeZUGL_DCDMFgvMc1LRWTfza9PNciYBebxJYB1s_NvzWdDTIoUsLMCkrr3BoUEHTSmQsygCZkXauWsi6LNu1X7i1xjeS.TAELkKqcn1BwQ5ZKjV1UpMJbp7LOqczsf2n591Swi74ngusvIsp1sxbEck_.9QDK4fFGvAqz09vvIvvjAO4kmPX2WYG_3g34otczcF9S2wdk.JlCOESa7op6lTan.cHTKmDiyFWHW6xFTc6bJCvxRsnKUhqzTQZZnZSRrDT44yL.fo9psKA_Msewu0OCMXSmZ00i0YO4_5py8CNC1Wi1hqX7RkWya.JB.q0i0veo_tP3o7nOWDtc2pQ1CYZjZ6H_j20MQePnUQFyUydNbyaovDBmpl878luPjD9f6MWWqNDzlMTTn13HeVvjXnyShbrBAeAe9XPw.mNMmSwDx5ApBdY4S74J84Eb6oKY5SMIiEhWXtAuxuj6OUfBy8ffz5GpNKVGsJ1bfIcpj5.7HdJAJxC4pqxL0Q53kP5sIzzVgYYY0CtG871oxr_fx2D3HVDV6gQfGczVyaPcFenPMZzYbaHUk50IS_sGgVLth_cnLV24Z5W1do4efOaF4jmpv0RjXCUcoFOtm1zggPlGVumnPFfCZ85QV.9MUXgPCw6aW6jDDqBTJbA
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://www.verizonmedia.com/policies/us/en/verizonmedia/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=GWPDJrkGIS9NJr3z84525K3JA5mrqVVlP7U34wtU.dzK1ym2eyEgAEH90QBDhekoaCZF3kKEedVn4XGuyU3tg8mpKzI_oz.BTgqT4NYy6RFx0HH5wa6QGJyd5Jzj6QjH33exYaMuFdyiS.Oa7rbFK.apQuqBEALayK2SKeZUGL_DCDMFgvMc1LRWTfza9PNciYBebxJYB1s_NvzWdDTIoUsLMCkrr3BoUEHTSmQsygCZkXauWsi6LNu1X7i1xjeS.TAELkKqcn1BwQ5ZKjV1UpMJbp7LOqczsf2n591Swi74ngusvIsp1sxbEck_.9QDK4fFGvAqz09vvIvvjAO4kmPX2WYG_3g34otczcF9S2wdk.JlCOESa7op6lTan.cHTKmDiyFWHW6xFTc6bJCvxRsnKUhqzTQZZnZSRrDT44yL.fo9psKA_Msewu0OCMXSmZ00i0YO4_5py8CNC1Wi1hqX7RkWya.JB.q0i0veo_tP3o7nOWDtc2pQ1CYZjZ6H_j20MQePnUQFyUydNbyaovDBmpl878luPjD9f6MWWqNDzlMTTn13HeVvjXnyShbrBAeAe9XPw.mNMmSwDx5ApBdY4S74J84Eb6oKY5SMIiEhWXtAuxuj6OUfBy8ffz5GpNKVGsJ1bfIcpj5.7HdJAJxC4pqxL0Q53kP5sIzzVgYYY0CtG871oxr_fx2D3HVDV6gQfGczVyaPcFenPMZzYbaHUk50IS_sGgVLth_cnLV24Z5W1do4efOaF4jmpv0RjXCUcoFOtm1zggPlGVumnPFfCZ85QV.9MUXgPCw6aW6jDDqBTJbA
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=458584288257241&link=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Ftrump-ignited-fight-over-critical-100500647.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dfb%26tsrc%3Dfb
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=GOP%20insists%20%27critical%20race%20theory%27%20has%20no%20place%20in%20schools.%20What%20does%20that%20actually%20mean%3F&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Ftrump-ignited-fight-over-critical-100500647.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dtw%26tsrc%3Dtwtr&via=YahooNews
mailto:?subject=GOP%20insists%20%27critical%20race%20theory%27%20has%20no%20place%20in%20schools.%20What%20does%20that%20actually%20mean%3F&body=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Ftrump-ignited-fight-over-critical-100500647.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dma
https://search.yahoo.com/search?p=Donald%20Trump
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle
https://shopping.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/plus
https://www.yahoo.com/everything/
https://mobile.yahoo.com/news
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&src=news&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Ftrump-ignited-fight-over-critical-100500647.html&pspid=1197809036&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=1197809036&activity=ybar-mail
https://news.yahoo.com/
https://news.yahoo.com/coronavirus
https://news.yahoo.com/us/
https://news.yahoo.com/politics/
https://news.yahoo.com/world/
https://news.yahoo.com/health/
https://news.yahoo.com/science/
https://news.yahoo.com/tagged/skullduggery/
https://news.yahoo.com/originals/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/204992-us-news
https://news.yahoo.com/videos
https://news.yahoo.com/

HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE.Download the Yahoo News app

yahoo/news
News CoVID-19 us Politics World Health Science Podcasts Originals
Idaho state Rep. Steve Berch, a Democrat and
f critic of the bills, has said there’s no widespread
W evidence that teachers are even pushing the
school of thought in classrooms.
e

Darius Benton, a communications studies
Donald Trump assistant professor at University of Houston-
Downtown and a contributor to the book Chism
co-edited, called ban efforts disingenuous because
critical race theory is not usually taught in K-12

public schools to begin with.

“It’s not really even in the curriculum. People don’t
really engage critical race theory until graduate
school and some undergraduate programs,”
Benton, who used to teach in high schools, said.
“Every time a particular group wants to maintain
control, they restrict education. | hope that

doesn’'t become the case.”

Follow NBC BLK on Facebook, Twitter and

Instagram.

Our goal is to create a safe and engaging place for users to connect over interests and passions. In order
to improve our community experience, we are temporarily suspending article commenting.
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Business Insider

Fox News won't say if Tucker Carlson has been
vaccinated for COVID-19 or if he ever plans to be
Fox News did not answer Insider's requests for comment
after Tucker Carlson recently aired several segments
questioning the validity of vaccines.
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Ad - Autooverload
She Re-boarded When She Saw Husband's Welcome
Sign

The most hilarious airport welcome signs you wish you saw
upon your arrival

Miami Herald

Lawsuit filed over new Florida law limiting checks to
groups pushing ballot questions

Just a day after Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the bill, the
American Civil Liberties Union of Florida filed a
constitutional challenge Saturday to a measure that would...
1d ago

The Root

Oklahoma Governor Signs Anti-Critical Race Theory
Bill Into Law, Activists Call for His Removal From
Bu}ingiBlackiHistory Moﬁth, Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt
tweeted, “We can never forget the tragedy that happened
100 years ago,” in reference to the 1921 race massacre in...
2d ago

BBC

Nigeria's Celestial Church of Christ warns against
spiritual perfumes

A man dies from burns after perfume is sprayed near a lit
candle during a prayer service.

1d ago

Ad - Obsev
Army Dad Snaps Pic Of Woman's Cart, It Goes Viral
When he saw this on another shopper's grocery cart, he
knew he had to take a photo. Soon after it went viral.

The Daily Beast

The Cesspool That Gave Rise to Stephen Miller

Photo lllustration by Kristen Hazzard/The Daily
Beast/Photos Getty/YouTubelast August, the conservative
writer David Horowitz, who mentored Trump’s former senio...

1d ago

The Wrap

‘The Nevers’ Star Amy Manson Reveals the Secrets
Behind Maladie’s Hanging Gambit
CGl and a fake IMDb credit helped HBO drama pull off that

three-character twist (Warning: This post contains spoilers
far CrinmAavie anicndo AfF LIRN'e “Tha Naoavare ”Y \Whila Armalia
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League Soccer (MLS) club to teature a small business on
f their shirts as the team have gifted their sleeve sponsorshi...
1d ago
Ad %nvoyaged

Everyone Is Moving Out Of Lynchburg... (Here Is Why)

= Fastest shrinking cities in the United States...

Donald Trump

Associated Press

Neighbors
mourn victims
Residents of a
tight-knit trailer
park in Colorad...
11h ago

Reuters Videos

Man killed in Vancouver airport shooting

A man was shot and killed at the Vancouver International
Airport on Sunday.Canadian authorities said that the
incident happened in the main terminal.CBC News reported...

1d ago

Reuters

Democrats' quarrels in divided U.S. Congress
complicate Biden agenda

Democrats who narrowly control the U.S. Congress will
confront twin threats to advancing President Joe Biden's
agenda as they return to Washington from a break this wee...
1d ago

Ad -« CarsGenius
New Jeep Grand Cherokee Is Stunning And Dirt
Cheap

Americans Are Freaking Out About The Price Drop on The
2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee

Associated Press

Virginia GOP announces AG nominee; vote-counting
to continue

The Republican Party of Virginia announced late Sunday that
state Del. Jason Miyares has won its nomination for attorney
general, as the party works to tabulate the votes for severa...
2d ago

Business Insider

Clyburn says the Republican Party is 'losing its way' and Mitch McConnell 'is contributing
to that'
"This Republican Party is losing its way on all fronts and
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Donald Trump

Yahoo News

Biden restores transgender health protections in
latest reversal of Trump

The Biden administration announced it will protect gay and
transgender people against sex discrimination in health care
— the latest reversal of Trump-era policies that sought to...
1d ago

LA Times

Review: Billie Eilish's new photo memoir is
unpretentious to a fault

The pop star seems to have entered her memoir era at 19.
Her new book, "Billie Eilish," uses photos and spare captions
to document her life for fans.

4h ago

People

Smiling Rescue Dog Named Shortcake Gains Social
Media Following by Bringing People Joy

Shortcake's owner says her dog smiles even when she's
"sleeping, riding in the car, [or] doing something she's not
supposed to do"

16h ago

Ad « Eternally Sunny

Worker At Stonehenge Accidentally Solves 'Mystery'
Experts have spent decades trying to uncover the origin of Stonehenge, but a 90-year-old worker may
have finally cracked the case.

Motley Fool

3 Ways Your
Employer
éaviﬁé for
retirement in a
401(k) is kind of ...
1d ago

TheGrio
Charges dropped for Black govt employee forcibly
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Fox Guest Turns Tables on Host, Presses Her About

Election ‘Misinformation’
Fox NewsAmerican Federation of Teachers President Randi

Weingarten turned an already testy Fox News interview into
an extremely heated affair on Monday when she pressed...
19h ago
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